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Kibbutz Ein Hashofet
Prepares souvenir book for 50th year

In my view

By Charles Lazarus
MONTREAL – 

     If one were asked to choose a classical Israeli kibbutz – which is to say a kibbutz whose human resources were originally young immigrants of simple, fundamental, uncluttered Zionist orientation – that kibbutz would be Ein Hashofet.

     If the first goal of Zion redeemed and a Jewish state re-born, was the ingathering of the exiles, then this settlement of pioneering young Jews brought to Eretz Yisrael by their love of Zion clearly fulfils that requirement. 
     "Fifty years ago," I'm informed through a communiqué which arrived a few days ago, "the first members of Hashomer Hatzair from Montreal left North America for Israel.  There they founded the first kibbutz of North Americans: Ein Hashofet…." 
    Among those rishonim, the Montreal pioneers and founders of Ein Hashofet, was a young woman who came from an ardent Zionist family, whose parents were leaders in the Poale Zion (as it was then known) and Pioneer Women's movements, and among the founders of the Yiddishe folks shulen, as the Jewish People's Schools were called from the very start, during World War I.

     The young woman's name was Milka Lazarus and her mother and father were Bella and David Hirsch.  Milka is still at Ein Hashofet, which was named after the late United States Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis, since shofet is Hebrew for judge.

     Milka is quiet-spoken and modest [unlike at least one other of her siblings], and lives comfortably and contentedly in what is surely one of the most beautiful kibbutzim in modern Israel and one still reflecting a quality of life which was perceived, perhaps a little romantically, as basic to a Jewish state and, more important, to the Jewish people.
     Her husband, Aryeh Elner, whom Milka met on arriving in Israel all those decades ago, came to the yishuv from New York where his family had originally immigrated (emigrated) from Eastern Europe. 

     Aryeh is known as Ein Hashofet's best baker and, indeed, he is possibly the quintessential connoisseur of the true meaning of bread, in terms of aroma, taste and symbolism.

     All of which comes to mind on reading the communiqué which notes that "in order to commemorate 50 years of aliyah of Hashomer Hatzair from North America, we are preparing a souvenir book."
     The rest, as they say, is self-explanatory, and anyone who would like to be part of this publication with appropriate support, should contact the organization at 5236 Clanranald in Montreal.

     An interesting final note on the subject of Ein Hashofet and my personal links and interests, is that Bella Lazarus, olev (aleha) hashalom, rests in the cemetery of the kibbutz where she was visiting her daughter Milka, when she was unexpectedly stricken.    
     Bella Lazarus was the first secretary of the Pioneer Women in Canada, and recently, I ran across an article that she had written in the Jan.13, 1956 – believe it or not it was a Friday, which proves nothing, I suppose – issue of the Keneder Adler, the Yiddish daily, on the occasion of the organization's 30th anniversary in Canada.

     Among other things, she wrote: "In this writer's possession is a letter from Golda Myerson (later Meir), the present Labor Minister of the State of Israel.  She wrote that when visiting Montreal to visit with her chaverot she is refreshed and stimulated by their quick orientation to the work that must be done…"

     Obviously, the spirit hasn't changed, really, in the Zionist family of Montreal.

